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Abstract

Of the three major axion search experimental strategies, light-shining-through-wall experi-
ments, haloscopes, and helioscopes, this paper focuses on the latter. IAXO, the International
AXion Observatory, will be a next-generation helioscope following in the footsteps of previ-
ous experiments like SUMICO and CAST. Helioscopes aim to detect axions produced in
the Sun, utilizing a magnetic field to couple them to X-ray photons. BabyIAXO represents
a near-term step toward IAXO, designed to test custom components while delivering
competitive results in axion searches. The experimental components are currently under
development and construction. Further research into the applications of BabyIAXO beyond
baseline axion searches is being conducted.
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1. Introduction
There are three different major experiment types for the search for axions that were

published by Sikivie in 1983 [1]. These remain today as light-shining-through-wall experi-
ments, haloscopes, and helioscopes. While the former utilizes lab-produced axions and
haloscopes search for relic axions from dark matter halos, helioscopes focus on the Sun as
an axion source.

IAXO, the International AXion Observatory, is a proposed helioscope experiment with
a functioning intermediate state called BabyIAXO [2,3]. In the axion model parameter space,
helioscopes are able to cover a broad range of axion masses, as can be seen in Figure 1.

Here, the limit of the previous helioscope experiment CAST, the CERN Axion Solar
Telescope, is shown, as well as the predicted parameter spaces for IAXO and BabyIAXO.
The light-shining-through-wall experiment, ALPS II, which is currently under operation at
DESY, is also shown. IAXO and BabyIAXO are predicted to reach the QCD axion model
parameter space, including KSVZ and DFSZ axion models, marked in yellow [4]. KSVZ
axions are produced in the Sun through the Primakoff effect. In contrast, DFSZ axions also
couple to electrons, allowing for additional production channels through ABC processes
(atomic recombination, bremsstrahlung, and Compton scattering). The energy spectra of
the different fluxes coming from the Sun can be seen in Figure 2. This means that while
being able to follow the Sun, IAXO and BabyIAXO also have to be sensitive to axions in the
range of 1–10 keV.
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Figure 1. Exclusion plot of different axion search experiments [5]. The yellow band highlights the
QCD axion model parameter space [4]. For comparison, the current astrophysical bounds are also
shown [6].
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Figure 2. Solar axion energy spectrum for different production mechanisms. The coupling strengths
used here are gaγ = 10−11 GeV−1 and gae = 10−13.

To detect these axions, helioscopes utilize axion–photon coupling in a transversal
magnetic field. The resulting photons inherit the directions and energies of the axions. This
means that the components mounted to the magnet should be X-ray-detecting. Usually,
this consists of an X-ray-focusing optic, for example, a Wolter I type and an X-ray detector.
The figure of merit of a helioscope is therefore usually described as [7]

FoM = B2L2 A · ϵOα−1/2 · ϵdb−1/2 · ϵ−1/2
t t1/2 (1)

Here, the first part is in reference to the magnetic field B with its length L and A as the
cross-section of the magnet bore. The second term contains the optics’ focusing efficiency
ϵO and α as the area of the focused signal. The third term refers to the detector with ϵd as
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the detection efficiency and b as its background. The last term is influenced by the fraction
of time that the sun is being tracked by the experiment ϵt and the total time of operation t.

2. Materials and Methods
IAXO has been proposed as a next-generation helioscope in 2013 and will consist of a

25 m long superconducting magnet with eight bores for eight setups [2]. This magnet and
the attached setups of optics and detectors will be movable to follow the Sun for 12 h a day.
The whole length of the experiment will be 40 m, and the FoM is aimed to be 10,000 times
higher than CAST. A model of the experiment can be seen in Figure 3.

Figure 3. A model of IAXO as described in [2].

As a proof of concept for IAXO, BabyIAXO has been proposed to be built at DESY [3].
This experiment will be able to test components like the drive system and magnet and
detection systems for IAXO while also producing relevant results in axion searches. It will
have two bores for two setups in a 10 m long magnet, which will be mounted on a movable
platform. A model of this can be seen in Figure 4.

Figure 4. A model of BabyIAXO.

The drive system will make it possible for the magnet to be focused on the Sun for
12 h a day. This, among other things, results in an FoM about 100 times higher than CAST.
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To confirm the setup, BabyIAXO has been extensively simulated. A ray tracer was
written, including all of the experimental components and the axion production in the Sun
as a source [8]. This Monte Carlo-based method can be used to compare different signal
efficiencies and optimize the setup as well as consider gravitational effects.

3. Results
Currently, the components of BabyIAXO are under construction or in development.

Parts of the structure and drive system, containing components of the CTA/MST prototype,
have been delivered to the Hera South Hall at DESY.

The magnet will be a cryogenic system developed by CERN and DESY based on an
aluminium-stabilised Rutherford cable. The cable will be arranged in two parallel racetrack
coils to ensure a quasi-homogeneous magnetic field with a peak of 3.2 T in the bores. The
setup can be seen in Figure 5. Parts of this cable are currently being tested.

Figure 5. A schematic view of the bores and the racetrack coils.

Since there will be two bores, there will be two lines with an X-ray optic each. One of
the optics is a flight module from the XMM-Newton space mission [9], and the other will
involve custom optic testing for a possible configuration for IAXO. Both of them are Wolter
I-type optics consisting of stacks of mirrors, where the X-rays get reflected at very shallow
angles. The XMM optic’s mirrors are gold-coated nickel shells that are supported by a
spider structure in the front. The optic has been unpacked for the first time after 20 years,
as can be seen in Figure 6, and it is ready to be tested at the PANTER test facility.

Figure 6. Unpacking the XMM optic at PANTER. ©MPE/PANTER.



Phys. Sci. Forum 2025, 11, 1 5 of 10

The custom optic will consist of two parts, an inner and an outer one, which can be
seen in Figure 7. The inner optic will be based on a technology from NASA’s NuSTAR
satellite, where the mirrors are made of thermally slumped glass [10]. Here, the current
glass inventory from previous experiments is being tested for reuse. The outer optic will be
built using cold-slumped Willow glass, and a prototype is currently under construction
at INAF.

Figure 7. A schematic view of the custom optic showing the inner and the outer part [3].

As a last step of the experiment, the X-rays need to be detected. The nature of the
solar axion spectrum and conversion in the magnet results in a unique combination of
challenges. The detectors have to be sensitive to 1–10 keV X-rays while also reaching a
background level of <10−7counts keV−1cm−2s−1 for BabyIAXO. Several detector types
have been identified as candidates and are under development.

The Micromegas detector from the University of Zaragoza and CEA Saclay is a gaseous
detector with a vacuum-tight window to let the X-rays in. They then produce electrons
in the gas which travel to the readout chip with a mesh on top, which can be seen in
Figure 8. The detector has undergone several iterations and is now getting close to the
desired background level in an underground lab.

Figure 8. A Micromegas detection plane from the University of Zaragoza and CEA Saclay. ©CAPA.
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Other detectors that are being considered can be sensitive to lower or higher energy
X-rays, have a higher efficiency, or a higher energy resolution. These include a GridPix
detector from the University of Bonn, a silicon drift detector (SDD) from MPIK and HLL, a
metallic magnetic calorimeter (MMC) detector array from Heidelberg University [11], and a
transition edge sensor (TES) from IJCLab. These can be seen in Figure 9. The detection setup
will also include passive lead shielding and active shielding in the form of a muon veto.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 9. Different detector options for BabyIAXO. (a) A GridPix detector from the University of
Bonn. (b) A silicon drift detector (SDD) from MPIK and HLL. (c) A metallic magnetic calorimeter
(MMC) detector array from Heidelberg University. (d) A transition edge sensor (TES) from IJCLab.

BabyIAXO has been simulated for different applications. In addition to calculating
the sensitivity to axion–photon coupling [8], a ray tracer has been used to quantify the
challenges of the setup. Figure 10 shows the simulated signal distribution at the detection
plane of an optimal alignment of all components. With the help of the ray tracer, the
signal loss of a misaligned system was calculated to gather information about the accepted
amount of misalignment and factor in gravitational effects. One of the main results is that
the accepted movement of the detector side at 99% efficiency is (1.45 ± 0.32) mm downward
and at the magnet side, it is (1.12 ± 0.25) mm downward, which is more than the simulated
deformation differences due to gravity during operation.

In addition to this, the mainly cosmic background has been simulated, followed up by
measurements at DESY that are still ongoing.
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Figure 10. The simulated signal at the detection plane, ray tracing through all of the components.
This simulation has been performed with the Primakoff flux, the XMM optic, and with REST for
Physics v2.4.1. The source code for this can be found here: [12].

4. Discussions and Outlook
IAXO has been proposed to be built as a next-generation helioscope, with BabyIAXO

as its intermediate stage. Both experiments are expected to search for axions in a relevant
parameter space. The various components of BabyIAXO are in active development and
have seen substantial advancements over the past few years.

Beyond the baseline use of IAXO and BabyIAXO, there are many plans and proposals
for further investigations. This includes a gas phase where the magnet bores are filled with
gas, which allows for the detection of heavier axions [13].

In addition to this, the sensitivity to other axion production models than the Primakoff
and ABC flux can be studied. These include the detection of the 14.4 keV axion line from
the de-excitation of solar 57Fe nuclei [14] and the detection of the flux of axions produced
in a solar magnetic field [15]. Figure 11 shows the energy spectrum of a KSVZ axion model
with those effects included.

Detecting axions produced from longitudinal plasmons in a solar magnetic field
would provide valuable insights into the Sun’s magnetic field profile [16]. Additional
post-discovery proposals include using the ABC axion flux to probe solar metallicity [17]
and gaining information on the solar temperature profile [18].

Beyond solar axions, other potential sources have been considered for IAXO and
BabyIAXO. These include dark matter axions by converting BabyIAXO into a haloscope
using the RADES setup with integrated resonant cavities [19], as well as the detection of
supernova axions using a helium–γ (He-γ) detector [20].
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Figure 11. The simulated axion flux for KSVZ model axions including the flux from 57Fe and
longitudinal (LP) and transverse (TP) plasmon interactions in the solar core’s magnetic field. The
coupling strengths used here are gaγ = 2 × 10−12 GeV−1, gae = 2 × 10−15, and gaN = 10−9. The
calculations of these can be seen in [14,15].
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Iñiguez, I. G. Irastorza, K. Jakovčić, D. Käfer, J. Kaminski, S. Karstensen, M. Law, A.
Lindner, M. Loidl, C. Loiseau, G. López-Alegre, A. Lozano-Guerrero, G. Luzón, I. Manthos,
C. Margalejo, A. Marín-Franch, J. Marqués, F. Marutzky, C. Menneglier, M. Mentink, S.
Mertens, J. Miralda-Escudé, H. Mirallas, F. Muleri, J. R. Navarro-Madrid, X. F. Navick, K.
Nikolopoulos, A. Notari, L. Obis, A. Ortiz-de-Solórzano, T. O’Shea, J. von Oy, G. Pareschi, T.
Papaevangelou, K. Perez, O. Pérez, E. Picatoste, M. J. Pivovaroff, J. Porrón, M. J. Puyuelo, A.
Quintana, J. Redondo, D. Reuther, A. Ringwald, M. Rodrigues, A. Rubini, S. Rueda-Teruel,
F. Rueda-Teruel, E. Ruiz-Chóliz, J. Ruz, J. Schaffran, T. Schiffer, S. Schmidt, U. Schneekloth,
L. Schönfeld, M. Schott, L. Segui, U. R. Singh, P. Soffitta, D. Spiga, M. Stern, O. Straniero, F.
Tavecchio, G. Vecchi, J. K. Vogel, R. Ward, A. Weltman, C. Wiesinger, R. Wolf, A. Yanes-Díaz,
Y. Yu.

References
1. Sikivie, P. Experimental Tests of the Invisible Axion. Phys. Rev. Lett. 1983, 51, 1415–1417. [CrossRef]
2. Armengaud, E.; Avignone, F.T.; Betz, M.; Brax, P.; Brun, P.; Cantatore, G.; Carmona, J.M.; Carosi, G.P.; Caspers, F.; Caspi, S.; et al.

Conceptual Design of the International Axion Observatory (IAXO). J. Instrum. 2014, 9, T05002. [CrossRef]
3. Abeln, A.; Altenmüller, K.; Cuendis, S.A.; Armengaud, E.; Attié, D.; Aune, S.; Basso, S.; Bergé, L.; Biasuzzi, B.; Borges De Sousa,

P.T.C.; et al. Conceptual design of BabyIAXO, the intermediate stage towards the International Axion Observatory. J. High Energy
Phys. 2021, 5, 137. [CrossRef]

4. Di Luzio, L.; Mescia, F.; Nardi, E. Redefining the Axion Window. Phys. Rev. Lett. 2017, 118, 031801. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
5. IAXO Collaboration. The International Axion Observatory (IAXO): Case, status and plans. Input to the European Strategy for

Particle Physics. arXiv 2025, arXiv:2504.00079
6. Carenza, P.; Giannotti, M.; Isern, J.; Mirizzi, A.; Straniero, O. Axion astrophysics. Phys. Rept. 2025, 1117, 1–102. [CrossRef]
7. Irastorza, I.G.; Avignone, F.; Caspi, S.; Carmona, J.; Dafni, T.; Davenport, M.; Dudarev, A.; Fanourakis, G.; Ferrer-Ribas, E.; Galán,

J.; et al. Towards a new generation axion helioscope. J. Cosmol. Astropart. Phys. 2011, 2011, 013. [CrossRef]
8. Ahyoune, S.; Altenmüller, K.; Antolín, I.; Basso, S.; Brun, P.; Candón, F.R.; Castel, F.; Cebrián, S.; Chouhan, D.; Della Ceca, R.; et al.

An accurate solar axions ray-tracing response of BabyIAXO. J. High Energy Phys. 2025, 2, 159. [CrossRef]
9. Jansen, F.; Lumb, D.; Altieri, B.; Clavel, J.; Ehle, M.; Erd, C.; Gabriel, C.; Guainazzi, M.; Gondoin, P.; Much, R.; et al. XMM-Newton

observatory. I. The spacecraft and operations. Astron. Astrophys. 2001, 365, L1–L6. [CrossRef]
10. Harrison, F.A.; Craig, W.W.; Christensent, F.E.; Hailey, C.J.; Zhang, W.W.; Boggs, S.E.; Stern, D.; Cook, W.R.; Forster, K.; Giommi, P.;

et al. The Nuclear Spectroscopic Telescope Array (NuSTAR) High-energy X-Ray Mission. Astrophys. J. 2013, 770, 103. [CrossRef]
11. Unger, D.; Abeln, A.; Enss, C.; Fleischmann, A.; Hengstler, D.; Kempf, S.; Gastaldo, L. High-resolution for IAXO: MMC-based

X-ray detectors. J. Instrum. 2021, 16, P06006. [CrossRef]
12. REST-for-Physics. Available online: https://github.com/rest-for-physics (accessed on 19 June 2025).
13. Inoue, Y.; Namba, T.; Moriyama, S.; Minowa, M.; Takasu, Y.; Horiuchi, T.; Yamamoto, A. Search for sub-electronvolt solar axions

using coherent conversion of axions into photons in magnetic field and gas helium. Phys. Lett. B 2002, 536, 18–23. [CrossRef]

http://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.51.1415
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/9/05/T05002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/JHEP05(2021)137
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.118.031801
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28157360
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physrep.2025.02.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1475-7516/2011/06/013
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/JHEP02(2025)159
http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/0004-6361:20000036
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0004-637X/770/2/103
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/16/06/P06006
https://github.com/rest-for-physics
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0370-2693(02)01822-1


Phys. Sci. Forum 2025, 11, 1 10 of 10

14. Di Luzio, L.; Galan, J.; Giannotti, M.; Irastorza, I.G.; Jaeckel, J.; Lindner, A.; Ruz, J.; Schneekloth, U.; Sohl, L.; Thormaehlen, L.J.; et
al. Probing the axion–nucleon coupling with the next generation of axion helioscopes. Eur. Phys. J. C 2022, 82, 120. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

15. Hoof, S.; Jaeckel, J.; Thormaehlen, L.J. Quantifying uncertainties in the solar axion flux and their impact on determining axion
model parameters. J. Cosmol. Astropart. Phys. 2021, 2021, 006. [CrossRef]

16. O’Hare, C.A.J.; Caputo, A.; Millar, A.J.; Vitagliano, E. Axion helioscopes as solar magnetometers. Phys. Rev. D 2020, 102, 043019.
[CrossRef]

17. Jaeckel, J.; Thormaehlen, L.J. Axions as a probe of solar metals. Phys. Rev. D 2019, 100, 123020. [CrossRef]
18. Hoof, S.; Jaeckel, J.; Thormaehlen, L.J. Axion helioscopes as solar thermometers. J. Cosmol. Astropart. Phys. 2023, 10, 024.

[CrossRef]
19. Ahyoune, S.; Álvarez Melcón, A.; Arguedas Cuendis, S.; Calatroni, S.; Cogollos, C.; Devlin, J.; Díaz-Morcillo, A.; Díez-Ibáñez, D.;

Döbrich, B.; Galindo, J.; et al. A Proposal for a Low-Frequency Axion Search in the 1–2 µeV Range and Below with the BabyIAXO
Magnet. Ann. Phys. 2023, 535, 2300326. [CrossRef]

20. Carenza, P.; García Pascual, J.A.; Giannotti, M.; Irastorza, I.G.; Kaltschmidt, M.; Lella, A.; Lindner, A.; Lucente, G.; Mirizzi, A.;
Puyuelo, M.J. Detecting Supernova Axions with IAXO. arXiv 2025, arXiv:2502.19476. [CrossRef]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-022-10061-1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/35210937
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1475-7516/2021/09/006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.102.043019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.100.123020
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1475-7516/2023/10/024
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/andp.202300326
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1475-7516/2025/07/075

	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Results
	Discussions and Outlook
	Appendix A
	References

