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Abstract We extend the Standard Model gauge group by
UDp,—1 “ and introduce two scalars, a doublet and a singlet,
that are charged under this new group and have lepton flavour
violating couplings. Since in this model © — e processes can
only be mediated by 4 — 7 X T — e interactions, bounds
from . — e transitions can be avoided while allowing for
accessible new physics. We consider the case of a Z’ boson
with a mass of Mz >~ 10 GeV and a gauge coupling g’ ~
10~*, which is in reach of Belle-II, and a long-lived Z’ boson
withamass of MeV < Mz < m, —m, which can be probed
by searching for £ — ¢’ +inv.. Neutrino masses and mixing
angles can also be accounted for if sterile neutrinos are added
to the spectrum.

1 Introduction

The success of the Standard Model of particle physics (SM) in
describing the experimental data suggests that New Physics
(NP) is either heavy or weakly coupled, or that it prefer-
entially interacts with those sectors of the SM that are least
constrained by experiment (e.g. the third generation of matter
fields, in the case of Minimal Flavour Violation [1]).

Processes that are suppressed or forbidden in the SM, such
as lepton flavour violation (LFV) in the charged sector, are
smoking gun signals of NP and constitute valuable probes
for Beyond Standard Model scenarios. Charged LFV has not
yet been observed but is to be expected, since the discovery
of neutrino masses and neutrino oscillations represents direct
evidence for lepton flavour changing transitions. Searches for
charged LFV can provide complementary tests of neutrino
mass models, however, charged LFV is also predicted by
popular BSM scenarios such as supersymmetry, which are
motivated independently of neutrino masses [2].
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The current upper limits on the rates of rare muon pro-
cesses Br(u — ey) <4 x 10133, Br(u — 3e) < 10712
[4] and Br(uA — eA) < 7 x 10-13 (u — e conversion
in nuclei) [5] provide the most stringent constraints in mod-
els that allow for 4 — e transitions. The next generation
of © — e experiments promise an improvement in sensi-
tivity of up to four order of magnitude [6—8]. The bounds
on LFV processes involving 7 leptons are less constraining,
with Br(t — £y),Br(t — 3¢) < few x 1078, ¢ = e, u
[9,10]. Here the experimental sensitivities are expected to
improve by a factor ~ 10 in the near future [11].

If both T <> e and T < w couplings are present, there
is no symmetry forbidding ;& <> e processes mediated by
the product of © — 7 and T — e interactions. Considering
that the future sensitivities of & <> ¢ and T <> £ searches
approximately satisfy the inequality

Br(u — ¢) < Br(t — w)Br(t — e), €))

i — e observables can probe products of i <> 7 and 7 <
e couplings which are beyond the reach of direct T — ¢
searches. If the NP is heavy, model independent (1 — ) X
(t — e) contributions can be calculated in the Standard
Model Effective Field Theory (SMEFT) [12]. Since these
correspond to the combination of two dimension 6 operators,
they only arise at dimension 8. In models, the combination
of w — 7 and T — e can be larger than dimension 8 effects,
making it more accessible to 1 — e experiments.

The aim of this article is to explore the sensitivity of u — e
processes to 4 — T X T — e transitions in a UV-complete
model with light new physics, which we cannot parametrise
with the SMEFT. A particularly simple way to extend the SM
is to enlarge the SM gauge group by a new spontaneously bro-
ken abelian U (1) group. This leads to new interactions medi-
ated by a neutral massive vector boson, commonly referred
to as a Z' gauge boson. U (1)’ groups may be remnants of
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larger non-abelian groups, such as SO (10) or E¢, which fea-
ture in certain Grand Unified Theories (GUTs) [13] or they
can be considered as standalone extensions, as in the case of
UDg,—1,. UMD, —1,. UL~z [14]or U(1)p—g [15],
which are anomaly-free global symmetries of the SM.

LFV Z’ couplings are introduced in such models if the
mass and gauge eigenstates of the leptons are misaligned.
The stringent bounds from © — e transitions [16-18] can
be avoided in U (1)’ models that allow only for t <> £, flavour
changes, £ = e, i [19-21], which are less constrained.

We propose a Z' model where u — e transitions are
mediated by the product of & <> t and T < e couplings
only. In this way we suppress i — e rates enough to respect
the current upper limits, while being in reach of future u —
e experiments. We gauge L, — L M,l aiming for a feebly-
coupled Z’ with a mass below the electroweak scale, and
extend the scalar sector by an extra doublet and a new singlet,
both of which are charged under the new U (1)’. At some
unknown high energy, the vacuum expectation value (VEV)
of the singlet, vg, breaks U(l)Lg,Lﬂ, gives the Z’ boson a
mass and generates Majorana masses for the sterile neutrinos
that are charged under U (1)L, L, , setting the stage for a type
I seesaw neutrino mass model. LFV is introduced via the
Yukawa interactions with the new scalars, and the Z’ boson
receives flavour changing couplings when the U (1)’ charged
doublet acquires a non-vanishing vacuum expectation value
(VEV).

Alarge region of the model’s parameter space is in reach of
future Z’ and LFV searches and will be tested in the upcom-
ing years.

This article is organized as follows: In Sect.2 we present
the particle content of the model and define our notation. In
Sect. 3 the phenomenology is studied. We briefly review the
constraints on non-SM gauge interactions of electrons and
muons and give the rates of t — £ and u — e processes.

2 The model

We extend the Standard Model gauge group SU(3). x
SU(2), x U(1)y by the abelian anomaly-free U(1)1,—1, =
U(1) and consider the particle content summarised in
Table 1.

Then the most generic renormalisable Lagrangian is

L = Lyin — Lyuk — V(H, ¢, 5) @)

' Tn models with gauged L, — Ly or L, — L, where both & <> 7 and
e <> 1 couplings are present, gauge invariance does not forbid p <> e
couplings.

@ Springer

Table 1 Field content of the model. In parentheses we give the repre-
sentations under the SM gauge group (SU (3)¢, SU(2)r, U(1)y), in the
last column the charges under U (1)

uy

Ly (1,2,—%) er (1,1,-1) N1 (1,1,0) +1
Ly (1,2,—1) e (1,1,-1) N> (1,1,0) —1
L3 (1,2,—1) e3(1,1,-1) N3 (1,1,0)

H(1,2,})

¢ (1,2, 0) -1
5(1,1,0) —1
where

1 1 1
Liin = —ZB“ﬂBaﬂ - ZW“"‘ﬁ o5 — ZB’“ﬂBl;ﬁ

+ Y (D)D) 4+ iy By, 3)
®=H,p,S 14
Lyuk = Z yiiiieiH —}—y;)l-l_J,'Niﬁ + h.c.
ie(1,2,3)
+ y31Lze1¢ + ya3Loesd

. N
+ y3L1N3¢ + y3,L3N2¢ + 5)’1U3N16N3S
1 _ 1 —
Db+ LN, 4 b @
V(H.¢.S)=myH H+mj¢'¢—m3S's
—mMgHS <<¢TH) 5457 (HT¢))
1 2 1 2 1] 2
+=Am (HTH) +=Agp (¢T¢) +5As (STS)
2 2 2
o (1) (68) 30 (1°0) 0

Fhus (HTH) (S*S) Fhgs (qﬁ(p) (STS) (.5)

Disregarding SU (3)., we use the following conventions for
the covariant derivative

. .ot .
D,=0d,+ig1YB, +tg27W§ +lg/Q/B;/u

where g1, g» and g’ are the gauge couplings of U(1)y,
SU2)r and U (1), respectively, while t¢ are the Pauli matri-
ces. The label ¥ in Eq. (3) runs over all fermions of the model.
We identify the gauge eigenstates 1, 2, 3 by their diagonal
Yukawa couplings with the U (1)’ neutral doublet H.

U (1)’ gauge invariance allows for off-diagonal Yukawa
interactions of type 2 <> 3 and 1 < 3 with the doublet ¢,
but forbids interactions of type 1 <> 2 among the charged lep-
tons. The off-diagonal Yukawas y31, y»3 are the only param-
eters of the charged lepton sector that introduce LFV. As we
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discuss in Sect.2.1, the mass eigenstates e, i, T are nearly
aligned with the interaction eigenstates 1, 2, 3, and as a result
W — e transitions are controlled by the product y31 x y23.
Due to the approximate alignment of gauge eigenstates and
mass eigenstates, we will use the term lepton flavour in both
bases and refer to U (1)L, -1, as U(1),—L,,-

The scalar potential parameters can be such that all scalars
acquire VEVs, (H) = vp /2, (#) = vs/v2, (S) =
vs/~/2. vy and vy spontaneously break the electroweak
gauge symmetry and thus must satisfy

‘/v%_l—i—vi:v with v = 246 GeV,

whereas either vs or vy can be the VEV that breaks U (1)’
and provides the dominant contribution to the Z’ mass. Since
we are gauging the lepton flavor difference L, — L, result-
ing in a Z’' boson that couples to electrons and muons, sev-
eral experiments can constrain the gauge coupling g’. Values
larger than g’ ~ few x 10™* are excluded in a vast region
of the Z’ mass vs. g’ coupling plane. Since, as discussed in
Sect. 3, we are aiming at a Z’ mass in the GeV range, we will
focus on the limit vg > v.

2.1 Lepton mass basis
Upon spontaneous symmetry breaking, the Yukawa interac-

tions contribute as follows to the mass matrix of the charged
leptons:

Z I:i/\/lijej +h.c. =

ijel1.2.3)
%yll 0 0 e

=(Li Ly L) | O FHym %yza er | +he.
%%1 0 B/ \e

Without loss of generality, we can take the Yukawa couplings
to be real, as it is possible to absorb the complex phases in the
field definitions. As a result, the symmetric matrices MMT
and M7 M can be diagonalised by the orthogonal matrices
O™ and OR, respectively,

T
(oL) MMT O = M3,
T
(0"’) MTMOR = M3, .
where ./\/1(2liag = diag (mg mi m%) has non-negative diag-
onal entries corresponding to the squared charged lepton
masses.
Assuming the flavour off-diagonal Yukawas to be smaller
than the flavour conserving ones, the angles that rotate the

gauge eigenbasis into the mass eigenbasis can be treated per-
turbatively, and the orthogonal matrices 0% can be written

L,R _ pL,RpL,R
as O = R[5 Ry; , Where

1 065" 10 0
L.R L.R L.R
Ri3" = OLRI 0 |, Ry =10 LIR_923
-05%0 1 06,5% 1

At leading order in the ratio of flavour off-diagonal Yukawa
couplings and flavour diagonal Yukawa couplings, the rota-
tion angles read

L . Yo Y31)11 L Vg y23
O3 = —=—— b3 = ——
VH Y33 UH Y33
Vo Y31 Vo Y23¥22
of = 2L gR o~ 9B ®)
VH Y33 VH Y33
and the charged lepton masses are given by
. Vg .
diag (me my, my) ~ i diag (y11 y22 y33) . (7

where vy isthe VEV of the U (1)’ neutral Higgs doublet. Note
that the electron and muon masses receive contributions from
the off-diagonal couplings of the form ~ vy y11 02, vy y2292 s
hence itis sufficient that the angles 6 are small to prevent large
corrections to Eq. (7).

2.2 Gauge sector

The mass matrix of the neutral gauge bosons can be obtained
from the kinetic terms of the scalars in unitary gauge:

(Da?) (D" H) + (Dag") (D°6) + (DuST) (D%5)

g —gign? —2¢g1v; B
—q1g2v* g 2¢ g (W3"‘)

TEAY
o3 w3
B, ) \—2¢'g1vj 2¢'g2v; 4¢” (v§+vq2>) B

with v? = v, +v5. If Mz < 10 GeV, ¢’ mustbe < 10
to avoid the constraints on electron fifth-force (see Sect. 3.1),
leading to suppressed mixing, « g’, between the B’ boson
and the SM gauge bosons. In the limit vg 3> v, we approxi-
mate the mass matrix as follows:

1 g —gigv? 0 B
3 (B w3 B)) —g1gv*  gv? 0 w3
0 0 4¢%03) \ B@

The mass eigenstate Z’, with Mz = g’vy, is aligned with
B’, while the photon A and the Z boson (with My =

v/2,/ g% + g%) are related to the interaction basis via a rota-
tion by the Weinberg angle Oy, with tan Oy = g1/g2, just as
in the SM.

@ Springer
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Ay cosfBy sinOy 0 B,
Zy | = | —sinOy cosby O W,f
Z), 0 0 1 B,

Note that kinetic mixing of the abelian fields, e B*” B l/w ,isnot
forbidden by any symmetry and introduces a new coupling €
that leads to g’ independent interactions of the Z’ boson with
the SM fermions. If the U (1)’ is the remnant of a larger spon-
taneously broken non-abelian gauge group, kinetic mixing is
absent at tree-level. However, kinetic mixing can always be
generated vialoops involving fermions that are charged under
both abelian groups. These lead to the finite and calculable
contribution €1_jo0p ~ g’gl/(16rr2) log(m, /m.). In order
to obtain a more predictive model, we consider vanishing
tree-level € but loop-induced kinetic mixing.

The lepton mass eigenstates are related to the gauge eigen-
states via L; = Ol@La, e = Oi’;a with @ € {e, i, 7} and
i € {1, 2,3}. Whereas the flavour universal photon and Z
couplings are unaffected by these unitary transformations,
the lepton flavour non-universal Z’ couplings are sensitive to
the misalignment of the lepton gauge and mass eigenbases
and receive flavour changing contributions. The Z’ interac-
tions with the charged leptons take the form

EIZI,:V = —g’Z;) [91L3(Zey/’L1+r<—>e)

+05 Ly Ly + 1) +0505(Ley Lyt <> e

+0f @y r+roe)+oR Iy Tt + 1)
+0868@y 1+ 1 o o] (8)

where 6% are the rotation angles given in Eq. (6). The 1 —
e couplings are proportional to the product of the off-diagonal
y31 X y23 Yukawas that parametrise the T <> e and 7 <>
flavour changes. Note that the products 01L302L3 and 9{%621%
in the tree-level u — e Z’ interactions are suppressed by
the SM electron and muon Yukawas respectively. Only the
combination 91R362L3 is sizeable.

2.3 Scalar sector

We supplement the SM Higgs sector by two new scalars,
an SU(2); doublet ¢ and a singlet S, both of which are
charged under U (1)’. Assuming the singlet to be heavier than
the doublet, we integrate it out, reducing the scalar sector to
that of a regular two Higgs Doublet Model (2HDM) with
the doublets H and ¢. Since the VEV of the singlet breaks
U (1), the scalar potential now features all SU(2); Q U(1)y
gauge invariant potential terms, including U (1) breaking
interactions, which are generated via singlet VEV insertions:

@ Springer

VIl = M3 HYH + M3, 010 — M3, (Hqu + quH)
L (118 + s )
o (o1) (66) s (o) (1)
a (o) )
(o) (416) + (60)
o) (o) ). o

It is particularly convenient to rotate into the so-called Higgs
basis, where only one of the doublets acquires a vacuum
expectation value:

H i H .
(H;) _ (_czisnﬁﬂ EZIZ) (¢) with tan B = vy /vy

(Hy) = v/+/2, with v = Jvg + vE, and (Hp) = 0. We
relabel the potential parameters as follows
V(Hy, Hy) = m}, H{ Hy +m3,H) Hy — m3,(H, Hy + h.c)
M Ay s
+ 5 (HYH\) + () H)?
+ A3(H{ Hy)(Hy Hy) + ha(H| Ho)(H) Hy)

As i 2 i ¥
+ ?(Hle) + A¢(H| Hy)(H 1 H,)
+i7(H) Hy)(Hi H)) + h.c> , (10)

and expand the doublets in terms of the canonically normal-
ized scalar fields

Gt H*
B=\Lo+nt+ic)) =\ L +in)

Once the Goldstone bosons G are eaten by the electroweak
gauge bosons, the spectrum contains one charged scalar H™,
two CP even scalars H 10 , Hg and one CP odd neutral scalar A.
If the potential parameters are real, the physical states are CP
eigenstates and only the two CP even neutral scalars, H 10 and
Hg, can mix. The mass matrix of H P and H20 is diagonalised
by the angle § — . We identify two scalar mass-eigenstates

h = sin(f — a)H) + cos(f — a)HY
p =cos(f — a)Hlo —sin(B — a)Hé)
with the masses mj and m,, respectively. The angle 8 — o

can be written in terms of A¢, which is defined in Eq. (10),
as well as the scalar masses mj, and m,, [22,23]:
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A2 .. .
cos(B — @) Sin(B — &) = Cpaspa = — 6 . (11 where the sum over i, j € {e, i, 7} is understood and
(m2 — mj;)

The decoupling limit of the 2HDM is obtained when the
mass term of the VEV-less doublet H, satisfies the condition
mpy = M > v. The doublet mass terms in the Higgs basis,
mi1, mi2, mo (see Eq. (10)), are related to the mass matrix
in the H, ¢ basis (see Eq. (9)) in the following way

2t
m} =& | May + M3y1% — MY, ——L— (12)
Jig
2 2 [ ag2 2 2 2 2
N
1
mh =3 (M — M3y) 529 + Mgz, (14)
The potential minimum conditions imply
M = —sa? mdy = ag) (15)

Consequently, if we assume A and A¢ to be perturbative
couplings, m1; and m, are sub-electroweak masses. The
decoupling condition m2; > v is satisfied if Mpyp, Mgy,
Mpyg > v, however, in this case the minimum potential
conditions require a fine-tuned cancellation in Egs. (12) and
(14). If, on the other hand, 8 <« 1, the mass configuration
Mp ~ vand Mgy, Mygy > v leads to natural minimum
potential conditions in the decoupling limit. To avoid fine-
tuned spontaneous symmetry breaking, we consider 8 < 1.

Once H; is decoupled, we identify the light CP even scalar
h as the 125-GeV Higgs boson, while the orthogonal state
p has a mass m, ~ mp> ~ M. In the decoupling limit, the
relation [22]

2

implies that the pseudoscalar A and the scalar p are approx-
imately degenerate, with a mass-splitting of order v>.

In the lepton mass basis, the doublet H;, which is aligned
with the electroweak vacuum, has diagonal Yukawa interac-
tions with the leptons, while the H> couplings are in general
flavour-changing. Written in terms of the Yukawa couplings
defined in Eq. (4), the lepton Yukawa sector in the Higgs

basis reads

ﬁg..m. B _
Lyuk = +LieiH1 + (0} Y20g)ijLiej H» + h.c,

—y11sin B 0 0
Y, = 0 —yxnsin B yy3cosf
y31cos B 0 —Yy33sin 8

Defining Y = OZ Y2 Og, the couplings of the neutral scalar
mass eigenstates to the leptons take the form

rheut _ h _ |:Sﬁ(x ﬁ&'ﬂm

Yuk_ﬁe,- +Cﬁa(yleR+y:;PL)i| ej

o _ \/zgm

+ Eei [Cﬂa% — 5ga (Vij PR + yf] PL):| ej
iA _ n

+E€i [yijPR_yijPL] ej. (16)

Since the rate of # — 11~ measured at the LHC [24,25] is
compatible with the Standard Model prediction, we require
sga ~ 1. As aresult, the flavour-changing couplings of the
Higgs boson & are suppressed by

Av? <1 Aev?
Cha = — 5 — Cpa = — >
(m% —mj) M

3 Phenomenology

In this section we discuss the phenomenological signatures
of our model. In Sect. 3.1 we briefly review the experimental
constraints on L, — L, gauge interactions, before focussing
on the LFV phenomenology in Sect.3.2. In Sect.3.3 we
address neutrino mixing and the generation of neutrino
masses.

3.1 L, — L, gauge interactions

Several experiments search for Z’ bosons that interact with
SM particles. In the absence of tree-level kinetic mixing,
these searches directly probe the size of the gauge coupling
g’. Since in our model the Z’ interactions arise from gaug-
ing the lepton flavour difference L, — L, g’ is primarily
constrained by bounds on Z’ee and Z'vv [26,27].

In the Z’ mass range of 10 MeV < Mz < 1 GeV, the
strongest constraints on the U (1)" gauge coupling come from
electron beam dump experiments [30,31], neutrino oscilla-
tion experiments [26] and neutrino scattering experiments
[32,33], while cosmological and astrophysical limits are
more relevant for lighter Z’ bosons [34—36]. Muonium spec-
troscopy can also probe for Z’ bosons in the sub-MeV mass
range [37]. For larger masses, Mz 2> 1 GeV, colliders are

~

the most sensitive probes of a fifth force. Below 10 GeV,

@ Springer
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BaBar [28,29] set an upper limit of ¢’ < 107 by search-
ing for Z’ production in combination with a single photon,
ete™ — yZ' — yete~. Belle 1l is expected to push this
limit down to g’ ~ 107> [38,39]. Z’ bosons with masses
beyond Mz ~ 10 GeV can be produced in the decay of an
excited meson produced at the LHC, however the process
occurs via loop induced kinetic mixing and the bound on the
U(1) gauge coupling is only g’ < 107! — 1072 [40,41].

3.2 Lepton flavour violation
3.2.1 T — pandt — e transitions

Via the lepton flavour changing Z’ couplings in Eq. (8), 7 lep-
tons can decay into final states such as 3e, 3u, (2e or e2u.
In Fig. 2, we show the diagram for the tree-level Z" mediated
decay of t into 3¢, where £ = e, . For a Z’ lighter than the
mass difference m,; — my, T leptons can decay into an on-
shell Z’ and a charged lepton £. If in addition Mz > 2my,
the Z’ boson can decay into a lepton pair £ ¢~ If this hap-
pens before the Z’ escapes the detector, a three-lepton final
state may be measured as a consequence of the decay chain
T — Z'¢ — £t ¢. In the narrow-width approximation,
/My < g7 « 1, the Breit-Wigner distribution can be
approximated by a § —function, resulting in a factorized rate
I'(t > 30) ~T(t > Z'0) x Br(Z' — ¢+¢7).

If the muon and electron masses can be neglected with respect
to the Z’ mass, we can take Br(Z’ — ¢1¢~) ~ 1/3 and 2

2
8 /9,'}3() 3 2\? 2

Fe—20=Y" <—m—;<1M—§) <1+2M—§’> :
P 64w M7, ms :
where i = 1,2 for £ = e, pu respectively. (The mixing
angles 0 are given in terms of the Lagrangian parameters
in Eq. (6)). In the case of on-shell Z’ production, the rate
of I'(t — 3¢) scales with g’ rather than with the g’* that
one would naively expect from the tree-level Z’ exchange
shown in Fig.2. Consequently, the bounds on the flavour
off-diagonal Yukawas from Br(z — 3e) < 2.7 x 1078,
Br(t — 3u) < 2.1 x 1078 are stringent enough to sup-
press all other LFV signals. Indeed, taking Mz = 1 GeV
and g’ = 10™%, the upper limit Br(t — 3u) < 2.1 x 1078
implies y23 < 3 x 10~ 7(sin 8)~!. As will become apparent
in the following section, u — e processes cannot further

constrain the model in this case.
If the Z’ is sufficiently long-lived to escape the detector,
upper-limits on the off-diagonal Yukawas can be inferred

2 Note that there is no divergence in the limit M, — 0, because with
vs, vy — 0, the LFV rotation angles 6;3 also vanish [42].

@ Springer

1072 107! 1 10
M, [GeV]

Fig. 1 Figure taken from Ref. [27] showing the current bounds on the
space of Mz vs. g’ in the case of gauged L, — L. As described in the
text, we consider three benchmark scenarios, one of which involves a
7’ boson with a mass M ~ 10 GeV and a coupling g’ ~ 10~% and
is in reach of Belle-II, another benchmark with M, ~ 15 GeV, which
avoids the bounds from BaBar [28,29], allowing for a gauge coupling
of g’ ~ 2.5 x 1073 and finally the case of a long-lived Z’ with a mass
MeV < Mz < my, — m, and a gauge coupling of g’ ~ 108 which
decays outside the Belle-II detector

from the lepton-flavour violating decays T — £ + invisible.
The Z' decay length exceeds ~ 1 m when

(g'Mz)? <2 x 1071 GeV2. (17)
In the range 0.1 GeV < Mz < 1.6 GeV, the extremal g’
values compatible with Eq. (17) are g’(0.1 GeV) ~ 5x 10~/
and g'(1.6 GeV) ~ 3 x 1073, Note that these values are not

excluded, see Fig. 1. Considering Mz = 0.1 GeV, the upper
limit Br(z — €+ inv.)/Br(t — £vv) < 1073 [43] implies

Qé <3x 1072, i=1,2, X=L,R. (18)

For 0.01 GeV < Mz < 0.1 GeV, the allowed couplings
for Z' bosons that escape the detector are g’ < 1073 and the
constraint on the mixing angle arising from 7 — ¢ + inv.
is 83 < 0.1. Smaller Z’ masses are tightly constrained by
BBN [44].

If Mz > m, the t — 3¢ decay is mediated at tree-level
by an off-shell Z’ boson. Even fora Z’' mass of Mz ~ 5GeV,
treating the Z’ exchange as a contact interaction between four
leptons is sufficient for an estimation of the decay rate to a
~ 10% accuracy. Integrating out the Z’ boson at the scale of
My, the four-lepton operators

Ov, xy = (Ly* Px7)(Lyo Py L) (19)

are generated with the following coefficients

n”2nX
etee __g 913

127:9.¢
CHrTHL 87053
V.XY =

V.Xy = .
M2, M3,
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Zl

l 4

Fig. 2 Z' mediated T — 3¢ decay, with £ = e, u. If 2my < Mz <
my, — my, the decay can happen via the on-shell production of the Z’
and its subsequent decay into a lepton pair

The decay rate of T — 3¢ is then given by

mg eree |? eree |2
Br(t—>3£)=—1536ﬂ3F Z‘CV,LL‘ +‘CV’LR‘
T

+L < R) , (20)

where I'; is the total decay width of the t. Here we are
neglecting the QED running from My to the T mass.

Contributions from the scalar sector arise from diagrams
similar to the one depicted in Fig. 2, but with a neutral scalar
exchange. However, the flavour-diagonal current couples to
scalars via the light lepton Yukawas, and LFV Higgs decays
are more sensitive to T <> £ flavour changing Yukawa cou-
plings than the Yukawa suppressed t — 3¢ decay [45]. The
width for the LFV Higgs decay is given by [46]

|Vee > 4+ 1Veel?
—Cg, My,

with ) as defined in Eq. (16). The allowed region in the
y31 — ¥23 plane is plotted in Fig. 3, which shows that Br(z —
3e) < 2.7x 1078, Br(t — 3u) < 2.1 x 1073 and Br(h —
i) < 1.5 x 1073, Br(h — te) < 2.2 x 1073 [45] are
all compatible with perturbative Yukawa couplings. These
bounds are not able to constrain y3; and y»3 to values smaller
than y33/t5 ~ 1/10, as required in Eq. (6).

3.2.2 ;1 — e transitions

We now turn to the u© — e phenomenology. In presence of
the flavour mixing angles of Eq. (6), the Z’ boson can couple
attree-level to u — e currents, however these couplings only
arise at second order in the mixing angles and are suppressed
by the electron and muon Yukawas: the left-handed and right-
handed vector currents come with the products of mixing
angles 91L392L3 and 91R392R3 respectively, where

6 LN O I O O O B

Tl b by ag

L L DL B L

Y23

(3]

(=}
vlllllllll

—

Lo b b

Lo b v v v v b ool

1 2 3 4 5

o
(=2}

Ys1

— 7 = epp & T — pee, BABAR, M =10 TeV

— 7= 3e & 7 — 3u, BABAR, M =10 TeV

— h—=7e& h — T, CMS, M =10 TeV

- h—1e& h— 7y, CMS, M =5 TeV
Fig. 3 Considering g’ = 107, Mz = 10 GeV, 15 = 15 and M =
10 TeV, we plot the values of the off-diagonal couplings that saturate the
current upper limits on the v LFV branching ratios. Since the limit of
small mixing (see Eq. (6)) assumes much smaller Yukawas, we conclude

that lepton flavour violation in the t sector cannot constrain the oft-
diagonal couplings y31 and y»3 in this region of parameter space

ok —tan g2 R = ok x 22
¥33

oR —tan g2l ok =R x 2L, @1
y33 y33

If the Z’ is light enough to permit the decay u — eZ’, the
experimentally allowed values for the gauge coupling are
g < 1078, Although in the mass range 2m, < Mz <
m,, — m, the Z' could subsequently decay into an elec-
tron positron pair, the decay is not fast enough to hap-
pen inside the SINDRUM detector, such that the bound
Br(u — 3e) < 1072 [4] does not apply to the decay chain
u — e(Z' — ée). On the other hand, the non-observation
of w — e + inv. by the TWIST collaboration sets an upper
limit Br(u — eZ’) < 8.1 x 10~ [47] in this region of the
parameter space. The Z’ primarly couples to a right-handed
u — e current, while the left-handed couplings are sup-
pressed by the electron Yukawa. The TWIST upper bound
Br(u — e¢Z') < 8.1 x 107% on the u — eZ’ rate

(g’é’f%@z%m)z m o MEN [ M2
I Z/ — V33 0 1— 7! 142 7/
(n=2'¢) 64 M?2 m + m2 |’
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Zl

(a) (b)

Fig. 4 aTree-level Z’ exchange contributing to . — 3e.b Z’ penguin
diagram contributing to u — ey

implies 0% 0% < 1073, taking g’ ~ 1078, Mz ~ 1 MeV.
This is beyond the reach of T — ¢ + inv. and T — p© + inv.
combined.

For Mz > m,,,the u — 3e decay, upon which the bound
Br(n — 3e) < 10712 applies, receives contributions from
the diagram of Fig.4a. The effective four-fermion interac-
tions that result from integrating out the Z’ boson, are given
by

20X nX

803053

Cylyy = —=——5—=. (22)

, 2
M2,

Contributions of the dipole, which comes with the coupling
product 1’202% and avoids the suppression by the SM electron
and muon Yukawas, can also be relevant. For instance, the
penguin diagram of Fig.4b contributes to the & — e photon

dipole
Of'y = mu(eoap Px i) F*7, (23)

with a coefficient

o 3e m
(Cp) peng = (_f> %R0k (24)

48n2M2, \my,

In addition to the penguin, loop diagrams with scalars can
give sizeable contributions to the dipole. In the diagrams of
Fig. 5a, the mass insertion flips the chirality in the virtual t
line. These diagrams contribute to the dipole coefficient as
follows [48]

e
(CDP:L) 1—loop

e me\ [VieVer 5 2 loe [ ™ N 3
e — _ C - —_
642 \my ) | w2 P78 ) T2
y:it :r 2 mry 3
21 — -
m% e ( o8 (mp) " 2)
e (e () 4 2) .
mi my 2
with Y as defined in Eq. (16). Cp g is obtained from Cp y,

by replacing ) <> JT. When the loop is closed by the light
Higgs h, each flavour changing vertex is proportional to cge,

+

@ Springer

(b) (c)

Fig. 5 Loop diagrams with neutral scalars contributing to the rate of
u—>ey.®=h,p, A

resulting in a contribution suppressed by four powers of the
heavy Higgs mass, C%a ~ 1/M*. Moreover, in the decou-
pling limit, the contributions of the heavy scalar p and the
pseudoscalar A cancel in the above equation, since their
masses are degenerate at leading order in 1/M?. The total
amplitude ends up being a sub-dominant 1/M* effect.

The misalignment of the lepton mass eigenbasis and the
lepton gauge eigenbasis also affects the scalar couplings.
Whereas the Z' boson acquires <> e couplings propor-
tional to o< 91L392L3 or 6@92%, the scalars acquire u — e
couplings proportional to 91R3 92L3.

It is well known that the Barr—Zee diagrams of Fig. 5b,c
give the leading contribution to & — ey in 2HDM models
with 4 — e Yukawa couplings [49]. The branching ratio of
W — ey is given by

m, 2 2
e e
L (1eq P+ 1) (25)

Br(u — ey) = P
"

where '), >~ GszZ /(19273) is the total decay rate of the
muon, and, to a good approximation,

CeleX = (Cj)lfx)peng + (Celex)tfloop + (Celex)Wfloop (26)

where (CeD’f x)t—loop and (C ED” x)W—loop correspond to the
two-loop dipole contributions of Fig. 5b, c, respectively, and
are defined in Appendix A. Note that these diagrams scale
like 1/M? (see also Fig.7).

For the © — 3e rate we consider the tree-level diagram
of Fig.4 and the dipole contributions arising from attaching
an electron current to the photon. We find
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Br (u—3e)
2.5 2
e my ( e 2 en 2) nm,
E——— e C 4log [ 22 ) +11
1927317, ICp,LI"+ICp &l o8 m%l +

my,
2 ‘Ceuee
T 153673 r, ( V.LL
M

192737,

2
epee
+ ‘CV,LR

2
+ L < R)
(ve[etalacitieiiy)e  #),

with C f,” ;e as defined in Eq. (22).

LFV interactions with quarks via Z’ exchange arise from
loop induced kinetic mixing or via penguin diagrams with
an external quark current. The kinetic mixing is both loop-
suppressed and suppressed by the Yukawa couplings featur-
ing in the Z'pe vertex, leading to a sub-dominant contri-
bution. The relevant scalar contributions are the tree-level
exchanges with the u, d and s quarks in the nuclei, the Barr-
Zee dipoles that already featured in Eq. (26) and are discussed
in Appendix 1, as well as the diagrams in Fig. 6. The latter
contribute to the gluon operator Ogg. x = (€ Px w)GeP Gag,
which enters the 4 — e conversion rate. In order to com-
pute these contributions, we integrate out the heavy scalar
doublet H; at the mass scale M and match onto the SMEFT
operators Oy = (L) (diqi), Op e’ = (Lept)(@iui),
and O = (H/H))(LejuHy), which leads to the off-
diagonal Yukawa couplings of the SM Higgs boson £, given
in Eq. (16). We include the QCD running of the scalar oper-
ators from the scale M down to the electroweak scale. At
the electroweak scale, the SMEFT operators are matched
at tree-level onto the Low Energy Effective Field Theory
(LEFT) scalar contact interactions and the gluon operator
Oge.x = (ePxn)GYP Ggp [50], which receives contribu-
tions from the diagrams with ¢-loops. Finally, we compute
the © — e conversion rate using Eq. (2.22) of [51], which
is written in terms of LEFT operators evaluated at the elec-
troweak scale and includes the running of the Wilson coeffi-
cients down to the experiment.

As shown in Fig.7, the MEG bound, Br(u — ey) <
4.2 x 10713, is better at constraining the product of Yukawa
couplings y»3 x y31 than the current upper limits Br(u —
3¢) < 10712 and Br(uA — eA) < 7 x 10713, On the
other hand, future @ — e conversion and © — 3e exper-
iments expect an impressive improvement in the branching
ratio sensitivities. The COMET and MuZ2e collaborations aim

=
@

Fig. 6 Contributions via heavy
quark loops to the gluon
operator )
O66,x = (€Px11)GY Gyp that

enters the u — e conversion q
rate.q = ¢, b, t and

O=hp, A

Current Upper Bounds from 1 — e Processes

5x 1072

T

2.5 x 10724

Y23

5x 1072

Ya1
--- g — e conversion, SINDRUM II, M =5 TeV

— p — e conversion, SINDRUM II, M = 10 TeV
--- 1t = 3e, SINDRUM, M =5 TeV

— 4 — 3e, SINDRUM, M =10 TeV

-—- u— ey, MEG, M =5 TeV

— p— ey, MEG, M =10 TeV

Fig. 7 Constraints on the Yukawa couplings y3; and y,3 from exper-
imental upper bounds on u — e transitions. The orange region cor-
responds to the allowed parameter space. In the plot we consider
g =10% M, =10 GeV, M = 10 TeV (solid lines) or M = 5 TeV
(dashed lines), A¢ = 1 and tan 8 = 0.1. The dashed curves show how
the lepton flavour violation induced by the scalar sector changes with
M. These contributions arise at mass dimension 6 within the SMEFT

at Cr(nAl — eAl) ~ 10710 [8,52] and Mu3e at Br(x —
3e) ~ 10716 [7], both of which can surpass the expected
sensitivity of MEG-II with Br(ux — ey) ~ 6 x 10714 [6]
(Fig.8).

A Z' boson with My = 10 GeV and g’ = 1074, as
considered in Figs.7 and 8, will be probed at Belle-1II in
the upcoming years. In this scenario 4 — e rates are the
result of contributions both from the Z’ and from scalar LFV
interactions. The scalar contributions dominate over the Z’
contributions in this region of parameter space.

By considering a marginally larger mass, Mz = 15 GeV,
the BaBar constraint g < 10~ can be avoided and the most
stringent upper limit on g’ becomes g’ < 10~! — 1072 from
LHCb [40,41]. Taking g’ ~ 2.5 x 1073 and M, ~ 15 GeV,
the singlet has a mass Mg >~ vy >~ Mz /g’ ~ 10 TeV, which
is of the same order as the heavy scalar masses of the 2HDM
sector, and thus cannot be integrated out. In Fig.9 we show
the u — e sensitivities in the y31 —y»3 plane considering only
vector contributions and g’ = 2.5 x 1073, M 7 = 15 GeV,
while the inclusion of the scalar diagrams would require a
more careful analysis of the singlet-doublet mixing.

@ Springer
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Future Sensitivities to u — e Processes

5x 1073

Y31
== u— ey, MEG, M =5 TeV

— p— ey, MEG, M =10 TeV

— u— ey, MEG II, M =10 TeV

— u — e, Mu2e, COMET, M =10 TeV
— 4 — 3e, Mu3e, M =10 TeV

-—- 1t — 3e, Mu3de, M =5 TeV

Fig. 8 Constraints on the Yukawa couplings y3; and y»3, derived from
future experimental sensitivities to u — e transitions. The light orange
region corresponds to the parameter space that will be probed by Mu3e,
whereas the purple region is the allowed parameter space if no @ — 3e
signal is observed by Mu3e. For this plot we consider: g’ = 1074,
Mz = 10 GeV, M = 10 TeV (solid lines) or M = 5 TeV (dashed
lines), A¢ = 1 and tan 8 = 0.1. Again, the suppression of the scalar
contributions by (at least) 1/M? can be observed by comparing the solid
and the dashed curves

In summary, we observe regions of parameter space in
which 4 — ¢ = © — T X T — e can constrain the model
more than direct searches fort — p and v — e:

— Whenthe decay u — eZ’iskinematically allowed, u —
e+ inv. searches can probe smaller off-diagonal Yukawa
couplings than 7 — ¢ + inv..

— For Mz Z m., t LFV transitions are unable to constrain
the model below y31, y23 ~ O(1), while u — e leads to
the constraints shown in Figs. 7 and 8.

3.3 Neutrino masses
In this section we show that our model is compatible with
neutrino mass differences and oscillation data.

After spontaneous symmetry breaking, the neutrino mass
Lagrangian takes the form

_ 1—
M, = (MD)ijLiNj + ENZ'C(MN)iij + h.c.,

@ Springer

Future Sensitivities to g — e Processes

5x 1073

8 25x%x1073

2.5 x 1073

Y31

— pu— ey, MEG

— u— ey, MEG II

— p — e, Mu2e, COMET

— u— 3e, Mu3e
Fig. 9 Future sensitivities of searches for 4 — e processes to the
Yukawa couplings y31 and yp3 for g = 2.5 x 1073, My = 15 GeV
and tan 8 = 0.1. Since in this case the contributions of the scalar singlet

cannot be neglected with respect to those of the scalar doublet, we only
show the vector contributions (which are independent of M and A¢)

where
v v
myy i3

MD = m‘2’2 MN =
v % N
N3y M33 : M33

N N
M12 M13

When the Majorana masses My are much larger than the
Dirac masses M p, the mass matrix of the light active neutri-
nos is obtained via the celebrated seesaw formula [53]

M, = -MpMz'MP. (27)

The PMNS matrix U diagonalises the neutrino mass matrix
UTM,U = diag (m m> m3) and is canonically parame-
terised as

c2c13 S12€13 si3e” 0
i5 is

U = | —s12c23 — c12823513¢'° 12023 — S12823813€'°  $23C13
is is

§12823 — C12€23813€'°  —C12823 — $12€23513€'° €23C13

x diag (1 elen ei“”) .

Assuming the so-called Normal Ordering (NO) m; <
my < m3, arecent global fit [54] to neutrino oscillation data
gives the following values for the mass squared differences
and mixing angles:
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ms —m3 =[6.94 —8.14] x 107°
Im3 — m1| =[2.47 —2.63] x 1073
sin? 01 =[2.71 — 3.69] x 107!
sin 6y =[4.34 — 6.1] x 107!
sin? 913 =[2.000 — 2.405] x 1072
=1[0.71 — 1.99] x 7 (28)

Here the lower and upper values define the +30 range. The
texture of the neutrino mass matrix in our model is compatible
with the observed mass differences and mixing angles. To
simplify the expressions, we consider m3, — 0, resulting in
a neutrino mass matrix that reads

_(’"¥§])2 _’"52%?1 1 mhM]xz _’"73”}\’153
Mz My, mY, M3 M3
_ ) (MY)? () () (M)
MV— N2 - N 2
M35 (M) M35 (M)
_(m33)2
TN
M3
2
a
7 X a
= Y b
- Z

We find that with the choice of parameters

a~2x103eV, b~ —275x 1072
X~9x103eV, Y ~—2x102eV,
Z~—-2x10"2%eV,

we are within the parameter ranges listed in Eq. (28), and
predict the neutrino masses

mp ~2 x 1073 eV,
my ~9 x 1073

ms ~5 x 1072

Assuming that the sterile neutrinos have masses in the TeV
range, which can be probed at the LHC [55,56], the above
values require Dirac Yukawas that are y¥ ~ O(1077).

The interactions generating neutrino masses in our model
cannot lead to detectable charged lepton flavour violating
signals.

4 Conclusions
In this article we proposed a simple model that shows how

i — e processes can probe T — e and T — u cou-
plings beyond the reach of direct searches for lepton flavour

violation in the 7 sector. We extended the Standard Model
gauge group by the anomaly-free abelian group U(1) =
UQ@) Le—L, and added two scalars that are charged under
this U (1)’ group, one SU (2) 1 doublet, ¢, and one singlet, S,
to the SM particle content.

As aresult of the spontaneous breaking of the U (1)’ gauge
group, the associated Z’ boson acquires a mass. Since the
new scalar doublet is singly charged under the U (1)’ gauge
group, 4 <> T and T <> e Yukawa couplings are allowed,
while i <> e couplings are forbidden. Nonetheless, © — e
can be mediated by the product of 4 — 7 X T — e inter-
actions. After electroweak symmetry breaking, the Z’ cou-
plings receive flavour off-diagonal components due to the
misalignment of the gauge eigenbasis and the mass eigenba-
sis of the leptons.

If Mz < my, — m, and the Z' boson decays outside
the detector, searches for & — e + inv. can compete with
constraints on T — e and t — u couplings from 7 —
e + inv. and T — p 4+ inv. searches.

Also in the case of Mz 2 m,, t — { searches do not
appreciably constrain the model and the @ — e processes
lead to the most stringent limits, despite being proportional
to the product of Yukawa couplings y»3 x y31. The model
predicts rates that are in reach of the upcoming . — e exper-
iments and our Z’ boson can be searched for at Belle-II.

Finally, if we add sterile neutrinos that are charged under
U(1) to the spectrum, the singlet VEV can contribute to
their Majorana masses. We show that, via a type-I seesaw
mechanism, we can accommodate for the observed neutrino
masses and mixing angles.

Our model shows explicitly that allowing for T — w and
T — e processes close to the current experimental bounds
can lead to observable effects in . — e searches.
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A Barr-Zee contributions

In this appendix, we give the most relevant two-loop Barr-

Zee type contributions to the 4 — e dipole for reference

[48]. The corresponding diagrams are shown in Fig. 5b,c.
The top loop contribution to the dipole is given by

ex 1
C4 ) = ——
( D,L)[ loop 1273 mom;
Fe,u F m12 Fe,u Ftt m12
x Z S )t Ftoatra8\—=]|-
d=1p me me
ex 1
CH ) = —
( D,L)t loop 12723 mom;
Feﬂ F ’nl2 Fellv Ftt ’nl2
X Z — |t FratRr a8l )|
=1 p me me

where (substituting sgo ~ 1)

Fh = y—;ecﬁa pen = e pen __Yie
L.h ﬁ L,p \/E L,A «/E
Feu _ yeu [V _& Feu yeu

= —c Fm = =i—
R.h ﬁﬁa R.p V2 R.A NG

1t my tt nm;
Fip="t=cpatanp) FY,=""(cp+tanp)

Fif = -ty
X, A ——ZT anﬂ.

The loop functions f and g are defined as [48]
1 —2x(1—x) x(1 —x)

lo
x(1—x)z z

1 1
f@) = Ezfo dx
x(1—x)

1 ! 1
7)==z dx lo
8(@) 2/0 xl—x)—z 27,

The W loop of Fig. 5c leads to the dipole contribution

e ea Vie
(CD,L)W—loop o 253 CBa fm
nv
x <3f(Zh)+58 @+ @+ <Zh>)+f(z”)T’hg(Z”)
ea Ve
_32773 e «/Emuv
3 —
: <3f (zp) +58 () + Z(g (zp) + 1 (2p)) + A )22 - (Zp)>
P
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ep
(CD, R)W—loop

ex yeu
32]13 Cpa fm v
3 —
x (3f<zh) 58 () 5 (8 @)+ aa) + %ﬁ(m)
e Ven
327T3Cﬁa ﬁm“v
3 —
x <3f (20) + 52 (zp) + 1@ (o) + 7 (z0)) + W) .
P

where we have defined z¢ = m%v / mé. The loop function &
is defined as [48]

h(z) = Zzi (@)
a0z z

_E/I dx (H— z o x(l—x))
T2 )y rxn \ T x—n) 2T 7 )
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