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Abstract—A new approach to describe the nuclear scattering amplitudes in Glauber theory is proposed. The
method is based on the expression for the generating function of the Glauber amplitudes. The generating
function has been explicitly found in all orders of the Glauber theory.
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1. The theory of nucleus-nucleus scattering has
recently acquired a modern impetus from the large
number of the currently available experimental data
(see e.g. [1–4]). The theoretical predictions for the
scattering at the comparatively high energies more
than several hundreds MeV per nucleon are standardly
provided by the Glauber theory [5, 6]. It proves to be
highly efficient for the hadron-nucleus collision, sup-
plying rather simple analytical expressions for the
scattering amplitudes. The case of the nucleus-
nucleus scattering is much more involved. Additional
simplifying approximations are commonly used to
obtain an analytical expression such as the optical
model or the rigid target model (see e.g. [8–10]).
Apart from these models there are only numerical cal-
culations based on Monte-Carlo method or on its
modifications [11, 12].

In the present paper we propose a novel approach
based on the analytically derived generating function
the Glauber amplitudes for nucleus-nucleus scatter-
ing. It allows to reach the same accuracy as the numer-
ical Monte-Carlo calculations but in much more sim-
ple way.

2. The amplitude of the elastic scattering of the
incident nucleus  on the fixed target nucleus  in the
Glauber theory reads [14, 15]

(1)

where  is the transferred momentum and  is the
mean momentum carrying by a nucleon in nucleus .
The two-dimensional impact momentum  lies in the
transverse plain to the vector . The main assumption
underlying the Glauber theory is that the radius of
nucleon-nucleon interaction is much smaller than the
typical nucleus size. Then assuming the phase shifts of

the nuclear scattering to be the sum of those for each
nucleon-nucleon scattering, , the function

 takes the form

(2)

with

(3)

where  is the nucleon-nucleon scattering
amplitude. The product in (2) comprises all pairwise
interactions between the nucleons from the projectile
and target nuclei  and ,  and  being the nucle-
ons’ positions in the transverse plain. The nucleon
densities in the transverse plain, , are determined
through three-dimensional ones integrated over longi-
tudinal coordinates,

In what follows the three-dimensional nuclear
densities are assumed to be the product of one-
nucleon densities,
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and consequently

(4)

Each pair  enters the product (2) only once,
meaning that each nucleon from the projectile nucleus
can scatter on each nucleon on the target one but no
more than once.

The total interaction cross section is

(5)

while the integrated elastic cross section evaluates to

(6)

The difference of these two values determines the
total inelastic, or reaction, cross section,

(7)

3. A main obstacle to deal with the Glauber ampli-
tude (2) is its complicated combinatorial structure. To
treat it analytically we present (2) as a functional inte-
gral. Let us consider the identity

(8)

where  is the normalization constant and the func-
tional integral can be thought of as an infinite product
of two dimensional integrals over the auxiliary vari-
ables  at each space point , the inverse of the
propagator, , being understood as

. If this function
is chosen to obey the equation

(9)

the right hand side of (8) recovers the product in (2).
The function  plays a role similar to that of
Mayer propagator (function) in statistical mechanics,
the analogy between Glauber theory and statistical
mechanics has been remarked earlier (see, e.g. [16]).
Then we get
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This form suggests that it is natural to introduce the
generating function,

(11)

so that

(12)

The small interaction range, the property Glauber
theory is based on, makes the complex functional inte-
gral (11) feasible. The standard parametrization of the
elastic nucleon-nucleon scattering amplitude,

(13)

where  is the total nucleon-nucleon cross section.
It gives according to (3)

(14)

the value  being of the order of the interac-
tion radius. Assuming  to be small at the nuclear scale
the nucleon-nucleon amplitude can be treated as a
point-like function,

(15)

If  is point-like the integrals over 
fields in (11) are independent for different coordinate
values. It turns the functional integral into the infinite
product of finite dimension integrals, that can be sep-
arately evaluated for each . It results into the generat-
ing function (see [7] for details)

(16)

with - and -independent constant  irrelevant
in (12) and

The sums over  and  can always be truncated
up to  and  because the higher terms obviously do
not contribute to the derivatives in (12). Put differ-
ently, the number of contributions to the generating
function does not exceed the number of various brack-
ets in the initial product (2).
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Table 1. The reaction and the total cross sections of –  collision at the energy 950 MeV per nucleon and  fm.
The first two columns present the results of the optical and rigid target approximations, the second two columns are for the results
obtained with the full generating function, assuming  (third column) and exactly differentiating it (fourth column)

Optical approximation Rigid target approximation Assuming Exact differentiation

, mb 952 911 857 867

σtot, mb 1572 1470 1371 1363

12C 12C rms = 2.49R

@ 1A

@ 1A

σr
5. To elaborate Eq. (16), further we expand 
into the series built of the densities overlaps,

(17)

Since  we have 
 and the amplitude reads

(18)

For  one may assume that  and
, that gives

(19)

Really the functions  decrease as the indices
,  grow. Keeping only the lowest, , we

arrive at the well known optical approximation [8]

(20)

The optical approximation is equivalent to the
requirement that each nucleon from one nucleus
interacts with another nucleus no more than once.

Another known approximation easily reproduced
here is the rigid target (or projectile) approximation
[9, 10]. It allows any nucleon from the projectile to
interact with several nucleons from the target whereas
any target nucleon can interact no more than once.
Though it seems to be rather natural when the atomic
weight of the projectile is significantly smaller than
that of the target nucleus, this approximation fairly
good works even for the equal atomic weights [15]. It
requires one density, say, , to be kept in Eq. (16)
only in the linear order, permitting at the same time
any powers of . It gives
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6. Below we present the results obtained with the
full generating function (16) for the –  scattering
in the energy interval 800–1000 MeV per projectile
nucleon, where the experimental data exist [17]. The
total cross section  mb has been taken from aver-
aging over  and  values, the slope value has been
chosen to be  fm . The nucleon density is
parameterized by harmonic oscillator distribution well
suited for light nuclei with the atomic weight ,

(22)

 being the normalization, and the factor  adjusted

to match the nuclear mean square radius, ,
.

Upon evaluating  through all  func-
tions (17) for  in the parametrization (22)
with  fm fitted for this parametrization in
[12] from Monte-Carlo simulation of –  colli-
sion, we have calculated the reaction cross section (7)
and the total cross section (5). The table compares
their values obtained in the optical approximation
(20), in the rigid target approximation (21) and with
the full generating function for two cases, first assum-
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ing  and using approximate formula (19) and sec-
ond by exact differentiating the generating function.

The last two numbers in the upper row of the table
are in reasonable agreement with the experimental
value  mb [17]. One should bear in mind that
the experimentally measured value actually refers to
the so-called interaction cross section rather than to
the reaction one. The difference between them can be
at the several percents level [18]. At the same time the
obtained values are close to those of the Monte-Carlo
calculations with the same parameters and the density
parametrization [12].

7. Concluding, the proposed generating function
(16) is appropriate for any pairs of colliding nucleus
regardless their atomic weight. Apart from the above
considered integrated cross sections it can provide a
consistent evaluation of the differential elastic cross
section (1) as well. In this case, however, one has to
account for the Coulomb corrections at small scatter-
ing angles.

Taking the nucleon density as the product of single
particle ones (4) we thereby neglect the nucleon-
nucleon correlations. The particular correlations can
be in principle accounted for in our approach, pro-
vided an appropriate wavefunction is known.
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