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Much r esear ch in r ecent years has focused on cir cular accelera tors tha t accelera te and store 
secondary particles with a large momentum spread, such as muons, unstable nuclei, and 

heavy ions with different charge states. A fixed-field alternating gradient (FFAG) accel- 
erator with large transverse and momentum acceptance has ob vious advanta ges for such 

r equir ements. A versatile beam injection method is r equir ed to accelerate secondary parti- 
cles with a large momentum spread and different charge states with an FFAG accelerator. 
In the present study, a method for charge exchange injection of positi v e heavy ions using 

the large momentum acceptance of an FFAG accelerator is proposed. A charge injection 

system, which converts a He 1 + beam to a He 2 + beam, is de v eloped for a 150 MeV FFAG 

accelera tor a t the Center for Accelerator and Beam Applied Science (CABAS) of Kyushu 

Uni v ersity. As the first step to verify the injection method, an orbit shift from one charge 
state to the other is demonstrated. This is the first demonstration of heavy ion injection 

using an FFAG accelerator. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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1. Introduction 

Much r esear ch in r ecent years has focused on cir cular accelera tors tha t accelera te and store sec-
ondary particles with a large momentum spread, such as muons, unstable nuclei, and heavy ions
with different charge states [ 1–3 ]. A fixed-field alternating gradient (FFAG) accelerator with
large transverse and momentum acceptance has obvious advantages for such r equir ements. 

The concept of the FFAG accelerator was originally proposed in 1953 [ 4 ]. Electron models
of the FFAG accelerator were constructed in the early 1960s [ 5 ]. The world’s first proton FFAG
accelerator (PoP-FFAG) was de v eloped at the High Energy Accelerator Research Organization
(KEK) in 2000 [ 6 ]. A 150 MeV FFAG accelerator, which is a prototype machine for applica-
tions such as proton cancer therapy, has been de v eloped based on the results of PoP-FFAG’s
de v elopment [ 7 ]. Following such successes, various types of FFAG accelerators have been
© The Author(s) 2024. Published by Oxford University Press on behalf of the Physical Society of Japan. This is an Open Access article distributed under the 
terms of the Creati v e Commons Attribution License ( https://creati v ecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ ), which permits unrestricted reuse, distribution, and 
reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 
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de v eloped at many institutes [ 8 ]. Howe v er, an FFAG acceler ator to acceler ate heavy ions has
not yet been de v eloped. 

A versatile beam injection method is r equir ed to accelerate secondary particles with a large
momentum spread and different charge states using an FFAG accelerator. A charge exchange
injection method is widely used in conventional synchr otr ons, including FFAG accelerators. In
this method, the injected negati v e ions are converted to positi v e ions using a charge-stripping
carbon foil. A charge exchange injection system for a H 

− beam has already been de v eloped for
an FFAG accelerator [ 9–11 ]. The multiturn injection method is employed for positi v e ions in
conventional synchr otr ons and FFAG accelerators [ 12 ]. Howe v er, in principle, the efficiency of 
multiturn injection is low compared to that for the charge exchange injection method. In ad-
dition, to inject ion beams with different momenta and charge sta tes, the opera tion conditions
and positions of injection equipment such as pulsed bump magnets must be varied to match
the injected ion beams. 

In this study, a method for charge exchange injection of positive heavy ions using the large
momentum acceptance of an FFAG accelerator is proposed. A charge injection system, which
converts a He 1 + beam to a He 2 + beam, is de v eloped for a 150 MeV FFAG accelera tor a t the
Center for Accelerator and Beam Applied Science (CABAS) of Kyushu Uni v ersity. As the first
step to verify the injection method, an orbit shift from one charge state to the other is demon-
strated. 

2. Accelerator facility at Kyushu University 

In order to promote activities in all scientific, medical, engineering, and educational fields re-
lated to the application of accelerators and r adiation, CAB AS was established at Kyushu Uni-
v ersity. To achie v e the purpose of the center, Kyushu Uni v ersity decided to construct a ne w
facility that merges three institutes, the Cockcroft-Walton Accelerator Laboratory of the Fac- 
ulty of Engineering, the Institute for Irradiation and Analysis of Quantum Radiations, and
the Kyushu Uni v ersity Tandem Acceler ator Labor atory of the Faculty of Science, on its new
campus (Ito Campus). Figure 1 shows an ov ervie w of the ne w accelera tor facility a t Kyushu
Uni v ersity. The facility consists mainly of a 10 MeV proton cyclotron, an 8 MV tandem acceler-
ator, and a 150 MeV FFAG accelerator as a replacement of the Cockcroft-Walton accelerator.

The 150 MeV FFAG accelerator was de v eloped at KEK as a prototype of a proton FFAG
accelerator for applications such as proton beam therapy. The main parameters for the 150
MeV FFAG accelerator are summarized in Table 1 . Beam extraction with 100 Hz operation was
successfully demonstrated in 2005 [ 13 ]. The FFAG accelerator was disassembled in 2006 and
transported by land from KEK to Kyushu Uni v ersity in 2008. Reconstruction of the FFAG
accelerator began at CABAS in 2008. Beam commissioning was started in 2011, and beam
acceleration was successfully demonstrated in 2013. 

The tandem accelerator has been employed independently for accelerator mass spectrome- 
try, student experiments, radio-isotope beam production, and lo w-ener gy nuclear physics ex-
periments. The tandem accelerator is employed as a heavy ion injector for the 150 MeV FFAG
accelerator. Construction of the tandem accelerator and experimental rooms was completed in 

2013. Beam commissioning of the tandem accelerator began in 2014. 
A beam transport line, which deli v ers a heavy ion beam from the tandem accelerator to the

FFAG accelerator, was constructed to demonstrate the injection and acceleration of a heavy
ion beam for the FFAG accelerator. 
2/11 
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Fig. 1. La y out of CABAS of Kyushu Uni v ersity [ 14 ]. 

Table 1. Design parameters for the 150 MeV FFAG accelerator. 

Magnet type Radial sector (DFD triplet) 
Number of cells 12 
Proton energy (MeV) 10–125 
Aver age r adius (m) 4.47–5.20 
Revolution frequency (MHz) 1.5–4.6 
Field index 7.65 
Magnetic rigidity (Tm) 0.46–1.67 
Dispersion function at center of straight section (m) 0.6 
Beta function at center of straight section (m) 1.0 (Horizontal) 

4.4 (Vertical) 
Betatron tune 3.61 (Horizontal) 

1.46 (Vertical) 
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3. Charge-stripping injection for heavy ion beam acceleration 

Conventionall y, the m ultiturn injection method is often employed for positi v e ions in syn-
chr otr ons, including FFAG accelerators. In this study, a charge exchange injection method for
positi v e heavy ions using the large momentum acceptance of the FFAG accelerator is proposed.
In this injection method, the charge state of the injected positi v e ions is made more positi v e us-
ing a charge-stripping foil. 

Since the FFAG accelerator satisfies the scaling condition, the closed orbit corresponding
to the momentum and charge state of a particle is uniquely determined, and they have ge-
ometrical similarity. In principle, positi v e heavy ions which satisfy the following conditions
can be injected and accelerated without changing the magnetic field: the revolution frequency
of the heavy ions is within the frequency bandwidth of the radiofrequency (RF) cavity, and
the magnetic rigidity of the injected and circulating heavy ions is within the range of the
magnet. 

In this study, a He ion beam is employed to demonstrate the injection of a heavy ion beam.
A schematic diagram of the injection system for a heavy positi v e ion beam is shown in Fig. 2 .
3/11 
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Fig. 2. Injection orbit of He 1 + (blue line), closed orbit of He 1 + (green line), and closed orbit of He 2 + 

(red line). The charge-stripping foil is installed at the intersection of the injection orbit and the closed 

orbit of He 2 + . 
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As the injector to the FFAG accelerator, the tandem accelerator is employed. He − ions were
extracted from the ion source and accelerated to 7 MeV. The electrons are stripped by Ar
charge-stripping gas at the center of the tandem accelerator. Although all electrons are nor-
mally stripped and He − ions are converted to He 2 + ions with the tandem accelerator, He − ions
are converted to He 1 + ions for the proposed injection method since the charge state will be fur-
ther increased by the foil in the FFAG accelerator. The He 1 + beam is reaccelerated to 14 MeV
and injected into the FFAG accelerator. The He 1 + beam is then converted to a He 2 + beam by
the charge-stripping foil. 

To determine the closed orbit of the He 2 + beam and the injection orbit of the He 1 + beam, 3D
particle tracking using Runge–Kutta integration is performed. The distribution of the magnetic 
field was calculated with OPERA-3D [ 15 ]. The magnetic rigidity of a 14 MeV proton is 0.54
Tm, w hich is a pproximatel y equal to a 14 MeV He 2 + beam. The currents in the coils of the
focusing magnet and defocusing magnet are 44,170 AT and 5,500 AT, respecti v el y, w hich are
the same conditions used for proton beam acceleration from 10 to 100 MeV. The injection orbit
was determined by back tracking from the foil location. 

Since the energy of an injected beam is 3.5 MeV/u, which is relati v ely low, a thin stripping
foil is r equir ed. For beam acceleration, the energy lost in the foil can be r ecover ed by RF ac-
celeration. To allow the beam to escape from the stripping foil, orbit shift by acceleration can
be used in the FFAG accelerator [ 16 ]. In this method, the beam is accelerated and stacked si-
m ultaneousl y and no injection devices such as bump magnets for injection are needed. A 10
μg/cm 

2 carbon foil, which is the minimum thickness that can be manufactured in the facility,
is assumed to be employed as the charge-stripping foil in the present study, which produces a
mean energy loss for a 14 MeV He beam of about 4 keV [ 17 ]. 
4/11 
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Table 2. Parameters for injection and acceleration. 

Particle He 2 + 

Charge-stripping foil carbon 

Foil thickness ( μg/cm 

2 ) t = 10 

Foil dimensions (mm) w = 15 (width), h = 35 (height) 
Stopping power for 14 MeV He 2 + ions (MeV/g/cm 

2 ) S = 3.76 × 10 

2 

RF voltage (kV) V 0 = 6.0 

RF acceleration phase (degrees) φs = 30 

Harmonic number of RF acceleration 1 
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4. Estimation of emittance growth and energy spread for charge-stripping injection 

Electron stripping by a thin carbon foil is used to convert He 1 + to He 2 + ions. Here, we estimate
the beam emittance growth and energy spread during the beam injection process. The typical
parameters used in the beam injection and acceleration scheme are described below. 

The energy gain for one-turn passage through the foil is gi v en by 

�E = qV 0 sin φs − �E s . (1) 

Here, q , V 0 , φs , and �E s are the charge state of particles, the RF voltage, the RF acceleration
phase, and the energy loss in the stripping foil, respecti v ely. 

The horizontal beam shift at the stripping foil for one-turn acceleration can be obtained by 

�x = η
�p 

p 

= 

η

β2 

�E 

E 

, (2) 

where η, p , β, and E are the dispersion function at the injection point, the momentum, the
relati vistic v elocity , and the total energy , respecti v ely. 

The total number of turns passing through the stripping foil region is thus gi v en by 

N = 

w 

�x 

= 

wβ2 E 

η(qV 0 sin φs − �E s ) 
. (3) 

Here, w is the width of the foil. When the values listed in Tables 1 and 2 are substituted into
Eq. ( 3 ), the total number of turns becomes: 

N � 310 turns . (4) 

This multitraverse beam process resembles an ionization cooling system where particles pass
through a medium and the energy loss through ionization is r ecover ed by RF acceleration. Eval-
uation of the growth of beam emittance and energy spread during this process is r equir ed for
efficient beam injection. The transverse emittance growth depends mostly on coulombic multi-
ple scattering in this r egion; ther efor e, the emittance growth can be evaluated by the following
ra te equa tion [ 18 , 19 ]: 

dεt 

ds 
= −S(E ) 

β2 E 

εt + 

βγβT 

2 L s 

(
13 . 6 MeV 

βcp 

)2 

, (5) 

where S ( E ), γ , βT 

, L s , s , p, and c are the stopping power, the Lorentz factor, the beta function
at the injection point, the radiation length, momentum, and the velocity of light, respectively.
On the other hand, the growth of a longitudinal energy spread σ E 

as a function of the target
thickness can be evaluated by the following rate equation: 

〈 σ 2 
E 

〉 
ds 

= −2 

∂S(E ) 
∂E 

〈 σ 2 
E 

〉 + 4 π (r e m e c 2 ) 2 n e γ
2 
(

1 − β2 

2 

)
, (6) 
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Fig. 3. Beam size as a function of turn number. 

Fig. 4. Energy spread as a function of turn number. 
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where r e is the classical electron radius, m e is the rest mass of an electron, and n e is electron
density. 

The beam half width 

√ 

εt βT and the longitudinal energy spread were estimated based on ion-
ization cooling theory; the r esults ar e shown in Figs. 3 and 4 , respecti v ely. The size, angular, and
energy spread of the extracted beam from the tandem accelerator are expected to be approxi-
mately ±2 mm, ±4 mrad, and 0.1%, respecti v ely. The initial normalized emittance and energy
spr ead ar e assumed to be 2 mm mrad and zero, r especti v ely. 

Figure 3 shows that the horizontal and vertical beam sizes were 6 mm and 16 mm, respecti v ely,
when injection was complete. The vertical beam size was 2.7 times larger than the horizontal
beam size since the vertical beta function is 4.4 times larger than the horizontal beta function
at the center of the straight section, as shown in Table 2 . The minimum r equir ed width and
height of the carbon foil were a pproximatel y 12 mm and 32 mm, respecti v ely. 

Figure 4 shows that the energy spread after beam injection was estimated to be a pproximatel y
15 keV. The half RF bucket size of the FFAG accelerator under the conditions of Table 2
6/11 
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is a pproximatel y 290 keV; ther efor e, the estimated energy spr ead is sufficiently small to allow
stable beam injection and acceleration. 

Since a continuous beam is injected from the tandem accelerator, beam loss occurs when RF
acceleration is employed [ 20 ]. The phase acceptance range is from −39 to 150 degrees when the
acceleration phase is 30 degr ees. Ther efor e, the efficiency of beam capture and acceleration is
estimated to be less than 52% when the continuous beam is injected from the tandem accelera-
tor. To increase the injection efficiency, the time width of the beam must be bunched using an
electric beam chopper installed in the injection line. 

5. Experimental setup 

A beam experiment with the tandem accelerator and the FFAG accelerator was performed at
CABAS to evaluate the effecti v eness of the injection method. This experiment was performed
to demonstrate the part of the beam injection method that relates to charge exchange injection
without RF acceleration. The acceleration of heavy ions is limited due to the present radiation
safety restrictions of the facility. 

The He beam injection system was de v eloped based on the particle tracking results. The lay-
out of the beam injection line from the tandem accelerator and the position of the charge-
stripping foil were also determined. A 14 MeV He 1 + beam was extracted and transported from
the tandem accelerator to the FFAG accelerator. The mean beam current was 0.7 nA. In the
matching section of the beam transport line, two steering ma gnets, two bending ma gnets, and
six quadrupole magnets were employed to adjust the beam positions and the beam profiles. In
this stud y, ma tching of the beta function between the FFAG accelerator and the tandem ac-
celerator is not performed since the large leakage field including the nonlinear magnetic field
disturbs the magnetic field at the injection position. 

Figure 5 shows a schematic of the beam injection system, which consists of a movable charge-
stripping foil and three ceramic fluorescent screens. The fluorescent screens, which are tilted
45 

◦ to the beam orbit, are observed by a charge-coupled device (CCD) camera from outside
of a viewport mounted on the vacuum chamber. These 50 mm wide, 50 mm high, and 5 mm
thick screens are employed to observe the profile and position of the injected beam. Figure 5
shows fluor escent scr een A, which is installed at the end of the beam transport line from the
tandem acceler ator. The r adially movable fluor escent scr een B is installed outside of the FFAG
accelera tor a t the straight section. 

Figure 6 shows a schematic illustration and a photo gra ph of the charge-stripping foil, which
is mounted on a motorized linear motion feed-through. The horizontal range of motion is
900 mm, and accuracy of the position is 1 mm. 

Since charge exchange injection without beam acceleration was performed in this experiment,
it was not necessary to employ the large, thin foil. A 50 μg/cm 

2 thick carbon foil, which has high
mechanical strength and is easily man ufactured, was emplo yed since a 10 μg/cm 

2 thick carbon
foil is brittle and sensiti v e handling is r equir ed. The stripping efficiency for 14 MeV He ions is
a pproximatel y 94% for the 50 μg/cm 

2 thick foil [ 21 ]. The width and height of the carbon foil
were 10 mm and 10 mm, respecti v ely. Larger foils required for beam acceleration are currently
being manufactur ed. Figur e 6 shows a schema tic illustra tion of the ceramic fluor escent scr een
C mounted at a distance of 10 mm from the foil in the radial direction. 

A destructi v e beam profile monitor and radial beam probe were employed to measure the
profile of the injected He 2 + beam. The destructi v e beam profile monitor consists of a copper
7/11 
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Fig. 5. Schematic of injection system and beam diagnostics. 

Fig. 6. Schema tic illustra tion and photo gra ph of the charge-stripping foil and fluor escent scr een la y out. 
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electrode and a motorized cylinder mounted inside the vacuum chamber of the accelerator.
The position of the beam profile monitor is moved stepwise along the radial axis. The range
of movement and positional accuracy were 300 mm and 0.2 mm, respecti v ely. The electrode
is moved at regular intervals, and the beam current is measured at each position. The time
series data of measured current provide the average current and statistical error. The position
intervals , the sampling time , and the number of samples at each position are 1 mm, 0.1 seconds,
and 50, respecti v ely. 

The radial beam probe was a movable destructive current monitor designed to measure the
beam current along the radial axis. A copper electrode was mounted at the end of a motorized
stainless-steel rod outside the vacuum chamber. The range of movement and positional accu-
racy of the electrode were 900 mm and 1 mm, respecti v ely. The beam current was measured
8/11 
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Fig. 7. Beam current measured using a beam profile monitor. The black closed squares and solid line 
r epr esent the average current and a fitting curve with a sigmoid function. The red solid line indicates the 
deri vati v e of the curve, which r epr esents the beam profile. The dashed vertical line indicates the center 
of the beam profile. 
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with the current monitor. The average current was measured using the current monitor with a
time constant of 30 seconds. 

6. Results and discussion 

The He 2 + beam profile was measured in the radial direction using a beam profile monitor and
beam probe to demonstrate charge exchange injection of the He 2 + beam. The experimental
results show that the injected He 2 + beam circulated and reached the beam monitor. 

The beam current along the radial axis measured using the destructi v e beam profile monitor,
which was installed inside the injection section, is shown in Fig. 7 . Figure 7 shows the measured
curr ent incr ease, which le v els of f a t the position wher e the entir e beam has been scraped. Ther e-
fore, the beam profile in the radial direction can be estimated by differentiating the measured
curr ent. Some measur ements have large statistical errors as a result of fluctuation of the current
intensity of the injected beam from the tandem accelerator. Assuming that the beam distribu-
tion is a Gaussian function, the beam profile (red solid line) was obtained by dif ferentia ting the
curve obtained by fitting the measurements with a sigmoid function. The center position of the
beam was 4637.2 mm. The current measured using the radial beam probe, which moves along
a radial axis from outside of the accelerator, is shown in Fig. 8 . Similarly, the obtained posi-
tion of the beam was 4521 mm. The measurement error of the beam probe is relati v ely small
since the averaging time of the signals is sufficiently larger than the fluctuation of the current
intensity. 

The horizontal size of the injected He 2 + beam is expected to be 10 mm since the beam is
scraped by the frame holding the carbon foil. The beam size as measured with the beam profile
monitor and the beam probe was 9.6 ± 1.0 mm and 11.5 ± 0.2 mm, respecti v ely. The distance
between the designed orbit and the measured beam position at the beam profile monitor was
56 mm, and it was 27 mm at the beam probe. The experimental results indicate that the differ-
ence in position results from closed orbit distortion (COD) in the FFAG accelerator and the
optical misma tch a t the injection point. The RF cavity installed in the straight section of the
accelerator disturbs the magnetic field and the closed orbit is distorted. 
9/11 
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Fig. 8. Beam profile measured using a beam probe. The closed squares, black solid line, and red solid line 
r epr esent the average current, the sigmoidal fitting curve, and the deri vati v e of the curv e, respecti v ely. 
The dashed vertical line indicates the center of the beam profile. 

Table 3. Measured beam position and designed beam position 

Beam probe 
Beam profile 

monitor 

Measured beam position x m 

(mm) 4521.0 4637.2 

Designed beam position x d (mm) 4494.1 4693.0 

COD (mm) 20 −35 

x m 

− x d − COD (mm) 7 −21 
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Accor ding to pre vious measurements [ 22 ], the COD at the beam probe and the beam profile
monitor is estimated to be a pproximatel y 20 mm and −35 mm in the outward radial direction,
respecti v ely. The measured beam positions, designed beam positions, COD, and expected beam
positions are summarized in Table 3 . 

Similarly, the injection orbit is distorted because the accelerator leakage field is magnetically
coupled to the injection beam line. The difference in position between the designed orbit and
the measured beam position at fluorescent screen B was 23 mm when the position of the charge-
stripping foil was on the designed orbit. Investigation of the distortions of the closed and injec-
tion orbits of the He 2 + beam caused by the leakage field, which decrease the injection mismatch,
is a subject for future work. 

7. Conclusion 

A charge exchange injection method for positive heavy ions using the large momentum accep-
tance of an FFAG accelerator was proposed. As the first step to verify the injection method,
an orbit shift from one charge state to the other is demonstrated. A charge injection system,
which converts a He 1 + beam to a He 2 + beam, is de v eloped for a 150 MeV FFAG accelera-
tor at CABAS of Kyushu Uni v ersity. A 14 MeV He 2 + beam circulated and reached the beam
monitor. This is the first demonstration of heavy ion injection using an FFAG accelerator. 
10/11 
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