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At the S-DALINAC facility of TU darm-
stadt, we have used a new experimental
method to determine the proton charge ra-
dius with elastic electron proton (ep) scat-
tering at low momentum transfer, where in-
stead of detecting the scattered electrons, the
recoil protons are detected in a set of Si de-
tectors [1, 2]. A halo-free, pulsed beam of 3
ns width and 50 ns repetition rate was used
in order to distinguish the electron-induced
background from the recoil protons, which is
more critical at backward angles because of
the low proton energies. At backward an-
gles the protons are very well separated from
the electrons, but at forward angles they are
not. An alternative method could be to use
pulse shape discrimination between protons
and electrons at forward angles. Pulse shape
discrimination (PSD) has been widely used in
nuclear electronics for many years. It has ap-
plication in particle identification in Si detec-
tors. Recently, disrimination of intermediate
mass fragments and of light charge particles
has been demonstrated [3]. Discrimination be-
tween protons and alpha particles is also re-
ported [4]. PSD is a very powerful tool for
charge particle identification. For heavier par-
ticles, plasma erosion has a strong influence on
the current shape also, what is not the case for
light particles. For the light particles, pulse
shape depends on finite drift time of charge
carriers. Finite drift time of charge carriers is
given by

ve = µeE, vh = µhE (1)
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where µ is the mobility of the charge carrier
and E is the electric field. The mobility of
the electrons is three times the mobility of the
holes. In case of front side injection of light
particles, the current pulse is dominated by
electrons. As a result, the drift time is small
and there is not much difference in the drift
time for different light charged particle injec-
tion. However, in the rear side injection, the
current pulse is dominated by holes and there
is a significant difference in the drift time for
different light charged particle injection.

A. Fazzi et al. [5], have shown that for a one
MeV deposited energy, protons and electrons
are very well separated using PSD method, if
they are injected from the rear side of the Si
detectors.

In this paper, we report the pulse shape dis-
crimination (PSD) between electrons and al-
pha particles. For a good pulse shape discrimi-
nation using Si detectors, high homogeneity of
the silicon material and fast low-noise front-
end electronics are required. We have devel-
oped Si surface barrier detectors from homoge-
neously neutron-transmutation (nTD) doped
silicon for PSD. nTD material was first used
for PSD in [6]. Si detectors (thicknessses 800
µm) were irradiated from front and rear sides
with alpha particles from an 241Am source.
The detectors were run at twice the bias re-
quired for full depletion. The range of ∼
5 MeV alpha particles (25 µm) is negligible
compared to the detector thickness. There-
fore, current is dominated by electrons (in
case of front side injection) or holes (in case
of rear-side injection) moving towards oppo-
site electrodes. Fig. 1 shows the energy versus
time difference in case of front side as well as
rear-side injection of alpha particles from an
241Am source. Here, time difference is related



FIG. 1: Measured two-dimensional spectrum of
energy versus time using 241Am source

.

to the drift time of the charge carriers. For
pulse shape discrimination (PSD), light parti-
cles were injected from the rear side (reverse
mount). Fast differentiated timing signal com-
ing from the preamplifier is splitted into two
parts. One part of the signal is amplified in
one channel of a TFA and sent to a fast lead-
ing edge discriminator to generate the start
signal for the TDC. The second part of the
signal is fed to another TFA and the inverted,
differentiated output is send to leading edge
discriminator which provides the TDC stop.
The electronic setup is similar to the scheme
realized in Ref. [6, 7]. Our aim is to sep-
arate protons and electrons at low energies.
As there is no source which could give pro-
tons, we have carried out a test experiment
in our detector laboratory, where alpha parti-
cles from 241Am source and electrons from the
207Bi were injected from the rear side (reverse
mount) in the Si detectors. Fig. 2 shows a
measured two-dimensional spectrum of energy
versus time using 241Am and 207Bi source. As
can be seen from the figure, the alpha par-
ticles and electrons are very well separated.
The time resolutions obtained was around 2.5
ns. In conclusion, we have demonstrated that

FIG. 2: Measured two dimensional spectra of en-
ergy versus time using 241Am and 207Bi source

low energy light ions like alpha particles from
an 241Am source and electrons from a 207Bi
source can be separated. This method will be
employed to ep scattering experiment to iden-
tify protons and electrons at low energies.
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